CEMETERY COMMITTEE
Town of Sullivan, Maine

Minutes of Meeting of May 21, 2025

A meeting of the Cemetery Committee was called to order at 3:00 p.m. on May 21, 2025 at Town Hall. Members
present: Chairman Gary Edwards, DJ Deans, Robert Dahn, Myra Hornberger, and Jeanne Edwards. Absent: Mary
Hanna. Also present Ray Weintraub, Town Manager; and Gail Brown, Deputy Town Clerk.

It was moved, seconded and voted to approve the minutes of February 19 and April 16 as written.

The committee discussed placing of flags on veterans’ graves for Memorial Day and the need for new flag
holders. The Town will purchase flags for next year now, while prices are stable. The committee agreed that it
makes sense to replace the plastic holders with metal holders. Ray found a company which charges $12.50 per
holder for an order of 200. It was moved, seconded and voted to purchase 200 holders at $12.50 each. We do
not have a reliable system for having the flags placed on the graves each year. Although there was discussion
about approaching veteran groups, there was no action taken on this problem.

Robert gave the committee an update on spring cleanup. The persistent rainy weather has put the mowing
schedule behind and Memorial Day is early this year, but all the cemeteries will be ready for Memorial Day.

The matter of putting private cemeteries on the new map that Kelly Bellis created for Sullivan is unresolved.
Pending identifying all the private cemeteries, Robert will contact land owners about where the cemetery is, how
to get there, and what permissions they require for someone to visit graves there.

DJ gave an update on the State requirement that a cemetery must be 5 acres or more to install a columbarium.
Senator Moore’s office researched the matter and reported back that there is no mechanism for a variance in the
statute so as it stands, Sullivan would not be able to install a columbarium in any of our cemeteries. Senator
Moore is willing to introduce an amendment to the statute to eliminate or change the restriction. After
discussion, the committee agreed that it would like to ask Senator Moore to help, and that proposing an
amendment would carry more weight with legislators if a consortium of towns introduced it together instead of
just one town. Robert agreed to be the point person for this process. Ray will gather information from the
Maine Municipal Association about legislative work and forming a group of towns to work together.

The next meeting will be June 18 at 3:00. There will be no meetings in July and August.
The meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.

DJ Deans



