
Age-Friendly Sullivan Livable Communities, Minutes 
Wednesday, October 2, 2024, 9a-10a, at Sullivan Town Office

Topic Discussion Action

8:30am Refreshments / Social Meeting will begin at 9am; Chris Wilson, Gary & Jeanne 
Edwards, Kristy Tracey (7 Angels), Larissa Henslear, Misty 
Gleason, Don Snoke, Gail Brown, Barbara Shanahan, Diana 
Gazas, Candy Eaton, Beth & Ray Graham, 

Regrets:

9am Guest Speaker:

Chris Wilson; 
celloartdad@gmail.com

Chris Wilson, Historic Preservation and Historic Districts:  
Historic preservationist 40+ years, Steuben, What is the National 
Register, 1930’s established - listed individual buildings; 1966 
(LBJ admin) National Register of Historic Places - pushback 
HUD/Federal policies (build interstate, separate neighborhoods); 
National Register — owner info, results of listing & FAQ; info/
photos/archival info saved forever; State/Federal funding impact - 
roads/utility transmission will avoid impact on Historic Register 
sites; Towns eligible to apply for Federal grants, tax incentive 
program for commercial properties (abandoned bank turned into 
restaurant/pub), not residential; grant funds (no guarantees); 
Local (Steuben):  creating a registry district, Library already 
listed; also visited Winter Harbor; State of Maine is conduit to 
National Register of Historic Places.  Residential — honor only.  
Must have 51% of people in district approve Historic District.  
Eastport has Historic Commercial District - looking to expand to 
residential district; received lots of grants for improvement; 
Discussion of “Local Historic Districts” can be very restrictive (ie: 
Boston); created local districts by zoning; National District 
records history; may (not) affect property value.  Income-
producing property (could be residential facility-National Register 
requirement) / 20% tax credit - carry forward; 
SSHS discussion - Urann House; Comp Plan; 
Highway bypass; NIMBY development out of control
Discussion HOAs / Condo approvals

National Park Service 
website:  https://
www.nps.gov/subjects/
nationalregister/
index.htm

Maine Historic 
Preservation Website:  
https://www.maine.gov/
mhpc/programs/national-
register-of-historic-
places

historicproperties.com

Winter Harbor event - 
tonight (10/2) Diaries of 
Freeland Bunker, Town 
Office, COA - sharing 
results 5:30p

mailto:celloartdad@gmail.com
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm
https://www.maine.gov/mhpc/programs/national-register-of-historic-places
http://historicproperties.com


Current Discussion &
Project Updates:

* Vaccination Clinic Weds 10/09 9am-noon, SSRC  & Resource 
Tables — need a few volunteers - setup/event/breakdown 

* Volunteer Transportation program - draft policies

Sign-up Sheet

Financial Mini-grant project - Music Equipment for Sumner Park events Due 10/14/24

Community Organization 
Updates:

Frenchman’s Bay Library - open Mondays & Saturdays 10-2p; 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 1-5p; 
Sorrento-Sullivan Historical Society - 10/7 3pm “Lights Out” @ 
SSRC/SSHS (all local historical societies - share programs); 
open by appointment; Farmstead Barn:  9/28 “Autumn 
Celebration” Cider press and potluck lunch - Clint Ritchie 
donated apple press — will be annual event
Sullivan-Sorrento Recreation Center -  renovating/upgrading 
parking lot/streetlights; updating interior (between events)
Schoodic Byway Committee - grant is open (90 days)

RSU#24 opportunities: https://rsu24.maineadulted.org/classes/

Civic Engagement: Beginning October:  SB meetings 1st & 3rd TUESDAYS
10/01:  5pm Select Board meeting 
10/02:  6pm Infrastructure Committee meeting
10/03:  5pm Planning Board meeting
10/09:  6pm Comp Plan meeting
10/10:  5pm Parks & Recreation Committee meeting
10/15:  5pm Select Board meeting
10/22:  6p Comprehensive Civic Engagement meeting @ SSRC

Sullivan Code of 
Conduct policy

Election Resources:
https://states.aarp.org/
maine/election-updates

Announcements/Updates 10/08:  EAAA Food Distribution - applications at Town Office
10/15:  Birthday Cards - 11:45a Town Office
Tues/Thurs:  10:30-11:30 Bone Builders - openings available

Next meeting (in-person): 11/6/24:  Gianna Settin, Sorrento Reiki
12/4/24:  TBD
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