
DRAFT 
 

CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
Town of Sullivan, Maine 

 
Minutes of Meeting of October 18, 2023 

 
A meeting of the Cemetery Committee was called to order at 5:00 p.m. on October 18, 2023 at Town Hall.  Members 
present:  Chairman Garty Edwards, Jeanne Edwards, Myra Hornberger, Robert Dahl, and DJ Deans.  Member absent:  
Andrea St. George Jones.  Also present, Town Manager Ray Weintraub and guests Rebecca Sawer and Mary Hanna. 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously to approve the minutes of June 21, 2023 as written. 
 
Robert reported to the committee on the condition of the cemeteries.  Mowing is up to date and branches down from 
the storms have been removed.  The cemeteries look good and we have received compliments.  Robert reported on 
the following items. 

• A broken and deteriorated iron fence at Blaisdell Cemetery 1needs to be removed. 

• There is a clump of oaks at Gordon Cemetery that needs to be pruned to cut away some of the trees in the 
clump and leave one or two for aestethics. 

• There are flags and flag holders missing at the back of Johnson Cemetery. 

• Flag posts at York Hill have been bent and flattened, flags and flag holders missing. 
 
The final draft of Cemetery Rules and Regulations was amended to include language for cremation lots.  It was moved, 
seconded and voted unanimously to approve the amendment.  This final document will go to the Board of Selectmen 
for its meeting on October 23, 2023. 
 
There was discussion on digitizing the Plans/Maps for each cemetery.  No action was taken. 
 
The mock-up for signs to be installed at each cemetery was reviewed by the committee and several changes were 
made.  DJ will do a new draft with the changes agreed upon and send it to the committee for review.   
 
There was discussion about (1) temporary markers for graves without headstones, and (2) corner markets for lot/plot 

corners.   Since Andrea was absent, there was no action taken on temporary markers.  DJ gave an update on the 

possibility of students at Coastal Washington County Institute of Technology making corner markers for the cost of 

the materials.  No action was taken. 

There was a discussion of performing assessments of the cemeteries to determine what condition they are in and 

what lots are available.   Action was deferred to the next meeting to develop a plan to inspect each cemetery, 

including ancient burial grounds, to determine the condition of each. 

The agenda item of “sexton” was deferred to the next meeting.  There was discussion about developing a job 

description and DJ agreed to pull samples from the ordinances of other towns for the committee’s review in 

November. 

Jeanne suggested that we have available at Town Hall the pamphlet from MOCA on how to properly and safely clean 

gravestones.   The information is also available on the MOCA website. 

The next meeting of the Cemetery Committee will be on Wednesday, November 15 at 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

DJ Deans 
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