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1. Tell us the name of your community
Open Participants list in Zoom
Hover over your name
Click ‘Rename’
Add your community to your screen name -- i.e., Name – Community

2. Let’s chat
Open Chat box
Answer the question: What is one fun fact from the first time you 

had a roommate? 
Send to ‘Everyone’

Introductions



Video 
Encouraged

Let's give this virtual 
space an in-person 

feel!

Please Mute

Keep your 
microphone 

muted if you're 
not speaking to 

avoid 
distractions.

We Want to 
Hear From You!

Put your 
questions in 

chat any time.

Details Stay, 
Learning 
Travels

Please respect 
people's privacy 

and 
confidentiality

Housekeeping





Origins of This Project
LD 709: Author Was Rep. Maggie O’Neil of Saco: Resolve, 
to Develop a Home Share Pilot Program for Older 
Persons.

Bill supported by the AARP, Maine Council on Aging, and 
MaineHousing. Came out of the HHS Committee 
Unanimous OTP. 

Assigned by the Legislature to MaineHousing. 

We conducted a Request for Proposals seeking a vendor 
who can provide a statewide web-based homeshare pilot 
program, primarily aimed at assisting older persons to 
reduce living expenses, including housing costs, by 
matching older persons who own homes with spare 
rooms to compatible adults in need of affordable housing.

The Winner Was Nesterly.

We are partway through a year-long Pilot Program to see 
how this might work in Maine. 
 



MaineHousing is Maine’s Housing Finance Agency.  We have three main roles.

We are working on alleviating the housing shortage in Maine. Maine is 
approximately 70-80,000 units short from what we will need over the next 10 years.

We need housing at all levels and all price points. We need more rental housing, 
more ownership housing, more accessible housing. You name it. Home sharing is 
not going to solve this problem, but we know that there are 124,000 cost-burdened 
senior households, and we see this as, potentially,
part of the solution. 

Why MaineHousing?



A Tale of Two 
Home-Shares:

1986 

1998



Home Sharing 
Discussions 
started in 
2019 with 

UNE 





Maine State 
Legislature 
passed LD 709





Nesterly

A better way to share







https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research-areas/reports/projections-and-implications-housing-growing-population-older-households-2015






https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/research-areas/reports/americas-rental-housing-2017
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/07/19/more-u-s-households-are-renting-than-at-any-point-in-50-years/








Nesterly

Nesterly hosts 

can significantly

increase their monthly 

income

Sources: Average social security check in 2017 was $1404; 40% of single seniors rely on Social 
Security for 90% of their income in retirement (link); Nesterly rooms are 30% below market rate 
compared to a spare bedroom

Nesterly renters save 

hundreds of dollars a 

month on rent

https://www.fool.com/retirement/2018/01/28/how-much-do-seniors-really-rely-on-social-security.aspx


Nesterly 23

Maine has over 100,000 housing cost-
burdened 50+households

Capture 1% of the market (1000 homeshares); Generate $500M in new affordable housing for the State and $7.8M/ year 
in supplemental income for older adults. 101,513 ($500K/unit; $650/mo.)













My first HomeSharing 
 My two kids with our Nanny Jessica 





mailto:patricia.oh@maine.edu
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