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Sorrento-Sullivan Recreation Center
by Andrea St. George-Jones
Many a Sullivanite has never
stepped inside that squat white
building just over the bridge, never realizing it goes back to another time … actually, even another
place – and never realizing that
because of the generosity – and
maybe even quirkiness – of some
people, that building belongs to
them.
Some of course (let’s call them
the Old Guard and see them come
after us, okay?) remember when
it was the place where dances
were held, and bean suppers, where the Girl Scouts and
Boy Scouts met, and where they
had bodacious Halloween fright
house and Red Cross Blood drives
(but
not
on
the
same
night). Some of course ( we will
call them the Somewhat Younger
Guard) remember it more recently as the place where the Beanos

were held most weeks, and where
there was a fellow who ran auctions there some Saturdays, and
where there was a small library,
and the Historical Society, though
they may not have ever quite
made it inside the door of either. Some of course (we will call
them the Really Young Guard)
know it as the place where they
can sit in their cars and get WiFi,
or where kids can play on the
playground or use the skate
park. Scratch those last two from
things we know; the play ground
and the skate park are owned and
operated by the Town of Sullivan,
not the Sorrento-Sullivan Recreation Center, which is what we’re
discussing here …
Today, the building with the two
doors, one for the Historical Society, one for the Frenchman’s Bay
Library, both leading to the main
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hall (up) and the Thrift Store
(down, but only the one by the
library will get you down there
these days. Must I say Covid-19
precautions?) is looking a little
tired and needs some work ( a lot
of us can identify with that). She
is run by a Board of Directors,
which meets 10 out of the 12
months, 16 members from Sorrento and Sullivan, with one of
those 16 being a president, one a
vice-president, one a secretary,
and one a treasurer. New Board
members get voted on at the annual June meeting so if that’s
something you want to do, come
to a few meetings and decide if
you’d like to be part of the resurrection … All you have to do is
step up … or maybe, considering
what this dear old building used
to do … step back.
In the meantime, and until next
month, see what you can find out
about Sorosis and the Heaths.

Reminder
Register your dog before
February 1st to avoid
late fees.
Please bring proof of
current rabies vaccination.
Dog license cost:
$6 for neutered/spayed
$11 for unaltered

Age Friendly Sullivan
Our December meeting guest, Rose Honders (207-374-5852) from Downeast Community Partners (DCP),
presented information about their new Aging in Place program. This program is open to all older adults 55+
(no income restrictions). Through DCP, you may request safety modifications to your home, such as: safety
replacement updates; accessibility modifications and minor repairs.
Safety: Installation of smoke detectors, CO detectors, dryer vent, refrigerator coils, light bulbs or furnace filters
Accessibility Modifications: Installation of grab bars, shower wand, shower seat, raised toilet seat,
drawer pulls, doorbell, lighting, install handrails, level door handle or kitchen faucet.

Minor Repairs: Flooring repairs, storm door installation, gutter work, steps, existing ramps, winterizing,
minor plumbing or electrical, custom work such as building a shelf, shower water retainer or build/repair
interior wall.
To learn more about this program, you may also call Bobbi Harris, DCP Housing Director (207-610-5916) or
Tracy Jordan (207-374-5852).
Downeast Community Partners (207-664-2424) is also responsible for the Home Energy Assistance Program
(LiHEAP), the Energy Crisis Intervention Program (ECIP), The Heating and Warmth Fund (THAW), and Keep
Me Warm programs that provide heating assistance to income eligible households.

DCP provides Utility (Electricity) Bill Assistance to eligible households that include the Low Income Assistance
Program (LIAP), Arrearage Management Program (AMP) and Electric Bill Credits for those enrolled in eligible
training programs.

In other news…………..
Age-Friendly Sullivan was recently featured in the American Planning Association’s Planning Magazine; read
more about Age-Friendly Rural Planning (https://www.planning.org/planning/2020/dec/age-friendly-ruralplanning/).
Remember to check on your neighbors or ask for help if needed. Stay safe, stay well and stay connected.
Our ZOOM meetings are the first Wednesday of each month—please join us. If you would like more information about Age Friendly Sullivan or want to join our Zoom meeting, please contact Candy Eaton, Coordinator, 207 460-1114.
Thank you to all community volunteers delivering food, sand buckets, running errands for neighbors, writing
birthday cards and playing Secret Santa.
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Sullivan Town Office:
Mon-Thurs: 7:30am—5pm
Fridays: closed

Selectman’s Meeting Agenda for January 11, 2021
Call to Order

Phone: 422-6282/422-6719
Fax: 422-4785
Web: www.SullivanMaine.org
Site Plan Review Ordinance
Town Manager:
Stacy Tozier: 422-6282
townmanager@sullivanmaine.org
Town Treasurer/Tax Collector:
Lynn Dunbar: 422-6282
treasurer@sullivanmaine.org
Town Clerk:
Deana Workman: 422-6282
townclerk@sullivanmaine.org
Selectmen:
Rusty Gordon: 422-3088
rgordon@sullivanmaine.org
Roger Wakefield: 617-893-9555
rwakefield@sullivanmaine.org
Ray Daley: 460-0389
rdaley@sullivanmaine.org

Planning Board Committee
Business Practice Procedures - tabled from December meeting
Town Web Site Updates
New Business

Reports

Plumbing Inspector:
Rebecca Albright: 537-3263
Code Enforcement:
Rebecca Albright:: 537-3263
Fire Warden:
Ryan Daley: 460-1403
Library: 422-2307
Post Office: 422-9033
Animal Control:
Marie Zwicker: 460-8920/266-5027
Janet Robinson: 546-3321/0677

Please note: Approved Selectman’s Meeting Notes are now published on our website.

Harbor Master:
Michael Pinkham: 422-9953
Sullivan/Sorrento Historical Society:
422-0995
RSU 24 School Board Member:
Andrea St. George Jones
ajones@rsu24.org
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The Swiss Chalet and the Manor
Sullivan, Maine
In 1886, Clyde Hunt and some associates
formed the Sullivan Harbor Land Company. They purchased 500 acres of land in
Sullivan Harbor, hoping to sell property
and make a good profit. In 1887-8, they
had built the Swiss Chalet Restaurant to
attract summer people from Bar Harbor.
The Land Company also bought two
steamboats to ferry people from Bar Harbor to Sullivan. Advertizing brochures
contained information on the “Swiss
waitresses in costume”, and “the flotilla
of Venetian sail boats always in readiness
for guests.”
Realizing that there also needed to be a
lodge for overnight stays, the Land Company built the Manor Inn in 1889, “in the style of an old English Inn.’’
Some guests were enticed by the promise of excellent hunting and fishing in nearby lakes. In 1894, Gov. H.A.
Stearns of Rhode Island, who was staying at the Manor Inn, experienced “unparalled success fishing at Tunk
pond, 95 black bass was the result of his toil” as reported in the Bar Harbor Record of July 18, 1894.
In 1895, the Sullivan Harbor Land Company was in financial trouble. Dwight Braman took over the mortgage
for the buildings, and acquired the property by foreclosure. He continued to run the Inn for a number of
years. His family came each summer and stayed for the season. By the 1920’s, the Inn was not doing well,
and Braman tried to find other ways to make the buildings and land profitable, but was only partially successful. He did have trees cut on his woodlots. Even after his death in 1929, Mrs. Braman continued to
summer at the Inn.
In 1937, it was announced that the Inn would no longer be open. Mrs. Braman sold the property in 1951.
She died at her home in Newburgh, New York in 1955.

A video of the demolition, in 2020, can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SnaTg2Nap4
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Sullivan Transfer Station

High-Speed Internet Report

Welcome to the Sullivan Transfer Station!
At the Transfer Station, we have two attendants: Jack Drost, Jr. and Dereck Connors.
Jack works Saturdays from 10am-3:00pm
and lives in Sullivan
with his family. Dereck
works Sundays from
10am-3:00pm lives in
Sullivan with his family.
Please say “Hi” to both
of these gentlemen
when you see them!
They do a great job!
Thank you, Jack and Dereck Connors
Dereck!!!

This month we were notified that Spectrum has agreed to
provide new cables and poles to the Porcupine Road area at
Spectrum’s expense. Because pole work is unlikely to happen
during the winter, completion of this effort is probably at
least six months away. The streets involved are Porcupine
Road, Bayside Drive, Evergreen Point Road, and Hopewell
Point Road. In addition, Grant Road has been designated as
an “unserved” area that is eligible for subsidy from an elevenbillion-dollar grant program announced by the Federal Communications Commission in November. Grant Road is Sullivan’s hardest neighborhood to wire, so this is good news, but
it will be June before all of the bids are even submitted, so
this work will not happen soon. Why our other unserved areas were not included in that grant program is unknown.

THANK YOU!

The $900 billion Covid stimulus package that was signed by
the president on December 28th includes $7 billion to subsidize the monthly internet costs for low-income K-12 students.
We will coordinate with RSU-24 as details become available.

Thank you to all of the residents of Sullivan
and neighboring towns who participated in
the:
Angel/Star Christmas Giving Tree
Sullivan Food Drive
Pet Food/Supplies Drive in Memory of
Daisy Ring
And all of the functions at our beautiful
Gazebo

Sullivan Cares!!
Rabies Vaccines Available
Just a reminder that PetVet, located at Tractor Supply Company in
Ellsworth, offers Rabies Vaccines
on the following dates:
Saturdays, Jan. 9th, Jan. 23rd, Feb.
6th, Mar. 6th and Apr. 3rd from
4:30pm-6:00pm

News is not as good for the other unserved neighborhoods.
Estimates for cabling costs are running around $15,000 per
house, so we are looking at alternatives. Fixed-point wireless
services are generally more expensive (monthly) and much
slower than wired services, and they usually have onerous
contractual terms, but they may be the only short-term alternative. We will offer an analysis of wireless services next
month. In the meantime, all wireless services require customers to commit to a certain amount of data per month,
and to not exceed that limit. To help estimate your monthly
data usage, here are some benchmarks:
Movie streamed at DVD quality: 700 MB/hour
Movie streamed at high definition: 2 GB/hour
Audio (e.g., YouTube, radio) streamed: 75 MB/hour
Social media, (e.g., FaceBook) session: 350 MB/hour
Web page load (per page): 2 MB
Zoom, one-on-one session: 550MB to 1.6 GB/hour
Zoom, group session: 800MB to 2.4 GB/hour
Zoom, minimum speed of connection: 1.5 to 2.0 mbs
Bottle and Can Drive: January 30th from 9a-1p

The cost is $22.00 for the vaccine.

Drop off at the Sorrento-Sullivan Recreation Center.

For general info: 1-800-427-7973.

Benefits The Ark Animal Shelter in Cherryfield.

All animals matter.
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Frenchman Bay Library
Sorrento Sullivan Recreation Center
POB 215, 1776 US Hwy 1
Sullivan, Maine 04664
January, 2021
The Library continues to be open, providing curb-side service.
Call us (422-2307) or email us
(fblibrary2017@gmail.com) if we can help you. Mondays 2-6 and Saturdays 10-2.
THE GREAT NOT SOUPER CHILI: The library board has decided that we will NOT be holding our annual Souper Chili
event due to the restrictions we are facing because of the COVID virus. In lieu of that, however, on
Saturday, January 30, 2021 we will offer what we hope is an acceptable substitute (though there is no
substitute for the community feeling that is so wonderful—but hopefully next year). Anyway, mark
your calendars for January 30 from 12 to 2 pm. You will be able to stop at the library and pick up a
pint of beans, two hot dogs and two biscuits for your supper or lunch. Please wear a mask and stay socially distanced.
We have not set a price, rather we are asking for donations.
FOOD PANTRY: We continue to collect food for the food pantry and will do so at least thru the winter
months. We thank everyone for their continued generosity.
NEW BOOKS:
Like Rum Drunk Angels by Tyler Enfield “At once a tribute to boyhood enthusiasm and the heroes of classical
quests…an offbeat, slightly magical, entirely original retelling of Aladdin as an American Western.”
Jar City by Arnaldur Indridason A new mystery author for us to try. “Inspector Erlendur Sveinsson heads up the
investigation into the killing of solitary man…with only two friends, one in prison and one missing for twenty-five
years and the dead many had been accused but not convicted of a rape forty years earlier.”
To the Land of Long Lost Friends by Alexander McCall-Smith. The latest book in the beloved No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series.
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Greetings from RSU #24,
Well, we knew it would be here at some point but I can do without the cold and the snow. We already have used up
one of our snow days built into the calendar. Let's hope that the upcoming inclement weather chooses weekends to
visit our region.
The Charles M. Sumner Learning Campus project continues to move along. We are still on track for a September, 2022
occupancy date which is quite exciting. If you are able to drive by the building site, you will notice that a great deal of
earth has been moved and suitable materials have been dropped at the site to create a solid pad where the building
will be erected. We expect the concrete footings to be poured over the next week or so. This will require a very specific process as pouring concrete during the cold weather is a bit tricky. We are trying to keep the district website updated, so please check out the building progress by visiting www.rsu24.org.
The budget process has started. Building administrators and department supervisors are working with staff to put together a budget to meet the needs of our students. Unfortunately, there will be an impact on our state subsidy as the
result of the decline in our student enrollment. We do not yet know the specifics, but we will do our best to keep you
in the loop as part of the budget process. For those planning ahead and interested in the process, we do have Budget
Workshops scheduled for February 24, March 10, March 24, and April 7th. Each meeting is open to the public and will
include the presentation of various facets of our budget and will hopefully bring clarity to anyone attending. Questions
can be asked at the meeting as well. At this point, we do not know whether the meeting will be held via Zoom or in
person. Please check our website for updated information related to the budget.
The continued support from the nine communities that make up RSU #24 is greatly appreciated. We are in difficult
times, and I am quite aware that there are families in our communities that are struggling. As a district, we do not
want any student to struggle or go without the most important things in life, like food and warm clothing. If you are
aware of any student or family that needs help, please do not hesitate to contact the school closest to you or the district, so that we can figure out how best to help. I wish each of you a happy and healthy holiday season and the very
best as we start 2021. Let's hope that the upcoming year is vastly different than 2020!
Best,

Michael Eastman
Superintendent
Regional School Unit #24
2165 US Highway 1
Sullivan, Maine 04664
Email: meastman@rsu24.org
207 422 2017
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Advertisements

THE DUNBAR STORE
1983 US HIGHWAY 1
SULLIVAN HARBOR, MAINE 04664
207-422-0280
Scott Holtz

Bobby Cheshire

www.thedunbarstore.com
Sullivan’s “Original” General Store Since 1881

SUNDAY SERVICES BROADCAST AT 10:30AM
LIVE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
Charleston Church Downeast
2501 US 1 ● Sullivan, ME 04664
Find us on Facebook: Charleston Church Downeast
http://www.charlestonchurch.net/charleston-church-downeast/
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BEST MANURE IN
TOWN
All you could ever want of the
finest FREE horse (and a little bit
goat) is available in Sullivan now!
Bring your buckets, your barrels,
or your truck. Both old and ageyour-own available.
Call 664-4253 to get directions
and arrange for pick up.

COASTAL MOWING & CHIPPING
FIELD MOWING: $60/HR
WOODCHIPPING: $75/HR
BACKHOE: $50/HR
Driveway Grading
Hot Rubberized Crack Filling of Driveways
Lawn Mowing & Post Hole Digging
Caretaking
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Burn Permits

Transfer Station

Get your burn permits

Tunk Lake Road, Sullivan

online 24/7:

Open: Saturdays 10a—3pm

www.maineburnpermit.com

Sundays 10a—3pm

Or call Ryan Daley at 460-1403 /

Bag stickers are available at the Town
Office for $1.50/each and from The
Dunbar Store and Hancock Grocery
for $1.75/each.

Mike Pinkham at 610-2374

The Sorrento-Sullivan
Recreation Center
is available to rent for events!
Cleaning is included in the rental
fee.
Call 422-3134 for more info!

Stickers are not sold at the Transfer
Station. Bulky waste bills must be paid
at the Town Office.

Spay/Neuter Program
To advertise in the Town Crier, email

Do you need help getting your animal
spayed or neutered? The Ark & SPCA
have a voucher program that offers
some help.

townmanager@sullivanmaine.org
or call 422-6282.

They pay 1/3, a participating vet will pay
1/3 and you would pay 1/3.

The monthly deadline for ads and
news is the 20th.

P.A.W. is seeking people to help foster cats
until a forever home is found. We vet check,
vaccinate and spay/neuter. Food will be provided. We rescue stray and abandoned animals from Sullivan, Hancock, Franklin & surrounding areas.
Contact Marie at 460-8920 (home) or 2665027 (cell) or email
wolfspiritm@gmail.com
For more information, stop by the Town Office
for a pamphlet.

Call the SPCA PAL Program at
667-8088 or The Ark’s Stitch in Time
Program at 546-3484
and ask for a voucher.
Also, the Help Fix ME Program is open
for cats and pit bull mixes– call at the
beginning of the month for a voucher to
fix your animal for only $10.
Visit www.spaymaine.org for a full list of
assistance programs!

Sullivan Thrift Shop

Online Vehicle Registration
Renewal

The Sullivan "Thrift Store" is located in
the Sorrento-Sullivan Recreation
Center on Route 1 in Sullivan, Maine.

Rapid Renewal is now available
for Sullivan residents!

It is open Tuesdays 1pm-5pm and
Saturdays 10am-2 pm
Donations are always welcome, please
drop them off anytime the thrift shop
is open or call 422-3134.
Proceeds benefit:
Recreation Center Repairs Project &
Community Pet Fund*
*Pet food available when the thrift
shop is open.

Simply go to:
www1.maine.gov/online/bmv/rapidrenewal/
Credit and debit cards are
now accepted at the Town
Office!
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Sullivan Town Hall
1888 US Highway 1
Sullivan, ME 04664
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Caring for our Community—Food Drive Continues
We are asking for your continued support to keep the food pantry* stocked this Winter.
Shelf-stable food item ideas you can donate are:
Canned/dried fruits, vegetables, beans
canned chicken, tuna,
salmon, SPAM, ham
boxes of mac ‘n cheese
canned soup, stew, chili

crackers, cereal
pancake, baking, bread
or cake mixes
pudding mixes
cooking oils
Shelf stable/powdered milk

dried herbs/spices
pasta, rice
pasta sauce
instant mashed potatoes
granola bars, nuts
peanut butter/jam/jelly

Donations may be dropped off at the Frenchman Bay Library, The Sullivan Thrift
Shop, The Dunbar Store or the Sullivan Town Office.
*The food pantry is located downstairs outside the Thrift Store entrance at the Sorrento
-Sullivan Recreation Center, 1776 US Highway 1. It is available when the Library or the
Thrift Store are open. Anyone in need is welcome.
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