
   

  February 2021 Sullivan, ME 

A quick recap – we’re talking about 
the white building down by the 
bridge, the Sorrento-Sullivan Recrea-
tion Center, and how it has its roots 
way back to 1878, when a group of 
very canny women in Sullivan Harbor 
first began meeting casually and then 
more formally, calling themselves the 
Sorosis Society, though they quickly 
and forever more became just 
“Sorosis”. In 1889, they incorpo-
rated, mostly because they wanted 
to take title to a piece of land called 
the “chapel lot”. And upon that lot, 
they built a church – a non-
denominational church, which was 
used not just for services but as a 
social center for the town of Sullivan, 
Then, as now, people knew there 
was a need for a place where people 
could gather, perhaps watch a per-
formance, dance, listen to some mu-
sic, share a meal or a strawberry 
shortcake. That church still stands in 
Sullivan Harbor.  
 
And that’s pretty much how life 
chugged along … 
 
… Until 1932, when Sorosis began 
building a new hall, which became 
the venue for many dances. There’s a 
list of 79 workman who worked on 
the hall, paid not in money but in 
admission tickets to future dances, in 
rough proportion for the number of 
days worked – “Junior Stratton, Bud 
Joy, and Ralph Hanna each put in ½ 
day (were they asked to leave at in-
termission? ) , Sumner York worked 6 

1/2 days; William York put in 17; Al-
bert Williams and Fred Thomas each 
put in 10 days; Frank Trundy and 
Frank Trundy Jr, put in 11 days each; 
Ralph Gordon and Judson Gordon 20 
½ and 36 ½ respectively, Judson 
more than anybody (draw your own 
conclusions about the dancing Gor-
dons),. Many of the workmen’s 
names are still familiar around Sor-
rento and Sullivan and the surround-
ing towns – Hooper, Stratten, Mey-
nell, Jellison, Tracy, Martin, Robert-
son, Simpson, Noyes, Sargent, Carter. 
While the men were building, the 
women of the community opened 
their homes, serving the workmen 
hot noonday meals. 
 
For some reason, work began on this 
new hall in 1932, but no work was 
done during ‘33, ‘34 and ‘35. But in 
1936 the hall was completed and 
dances resumed, but not as before. 
The baked bean suppers before the 
dances became a thing of the past 
but refreshments were served during 
intermission. Some people brought 
their own liquid refreshments, stay-
ing strong for the rigors of contra-
dancing, fox trotting and waltzing. 
The strong eye of the Sorosis 
watched over all; there was no 
fighting. 
 
The Saturday night Sorosis dances 
(Gents .35, Ladies .15) featured some 
of the best bands and combos in the 
area. Who wouldn’t want to take the 
floor to the music of the Charlie 

Westcott’s “Sorosis Combo”, from 
West Gouldsboro : It was Wescott on 
trumpet, Florence “Flossie” Hancock 
on piano, Merrill “Tut” Spurling on 
violin, Horace “Holly” Myrick on 
drums with occasional appearances 
by C.G. Gray on trombone, A.H. Cur-
tis on violin, Philip Martin Sr. on vio-
lin and Austin Ash on the alto sax. 
There were also appearances by the 
Fred Noyes band, from East Sullivan, 
Arthur Bunker and his band from 
West Sullivan, “Hud” Kelly’s group 
from Bar Harbor, Guy Roberts’s and 
his group from Milbridge, and the 
Shirley Povich Orchestra. People 
came to the new Sorosis Hall from as 
far as Ellsworth. 
 
But the new Sorosis Hall sat on the 
old district school lot and just three 
years after its completion, the Maine 
State Highway Commission rebuilt 
what was then old Lincoln Highway 
from the new bridge (1926) to the 
top of York Hill - right through the 
middle of the old district school lot. 
But the Sorosis was nothing if not 
resilient; the almost brand new 
building was relocated to a piece of 
land down by the new bridge, owned 
by Katherine A Cleaves who gave the 
Sorosis a quit claim deed to the land. 
 
And there it sits today … 

Town Crier 
Gateway to Schoodic Peninsula 

Sorrento-Sullivan  Recreation Center 
by Andrea St. George-Jones 
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 Age Friendly Sullivan 

Age-Friendly Sullivan welcomes all of our new residents to town, plus our friends and neighbors who have 
chosen to spend this winter safely here in Sullivan instead of escaping to warmer climates.  We have many 
resources and volunteer opportunities, if you would like to learn more... 
 

 Check out the Age-Friendly Sullivan page on the website www.sullivanmaine.org 

 Check out the Age-Friendly Sullivan Facebook page for current activities and resources. 

 Resource Guide:  Our local resource guide is posted to the website, or you may pick up a published 
copy at the Town Office or Frenchman Bay Library 

 Sand Bucket Brigade:  Please call the town office for a 5 gallon pail of salt/sand for your walkway & 
steps, if you are an older adult or physically challenged 

 Neighbor 2 Neighbor:  Helping each other … stay safe, stay home, stay connected.  Call 207-546-1856 
if you would like to receive or make a call to a neighbor or new friend 

 Sullivan Circle of Friends:  If you would like to send birthday cards to neighbors and friends, please 
email candyeaton@yahoo.com to join the fun.  Each month you will receive a list of names/addresses 
and birthdates, along with cards, stamps and instructions.   

 Volunteer Transportation:  We partner with Friends in Action to provide volunteer rides to transport 
local residents to medical, food shopping, pharmacy, hair cuts, etc.  If you need a ride, or wish to be-
come a volunteer driver, please call 207-664-6016 

 Food Support:  We partner with Eastern Area Agency on Aging to deliver monthly food boxes to old-
er residents participating in the Commodity Senior Food Program.  We also partner with the local Sulli-
van food pantry to deliver additional supplies throughout the year, including fresh produce from the 
Community Garden. 

 Sullivan Community Garden:   Have you seen our new Community Garden behind the Town Office?  
Our volunteer gardeners are providing fresh produce to our community through the “Take it or Leave 
it” table at the town office, and through the food pantry at the Sorrento-Sullivan Recreation Center 

 Bone Builders exercise program is on pause during the pandemic.  As soon as all participants and 
volunteer leaders have been successfully vaccinated, we will resume. 

 NEW:  Walking Trail to be built this summer — Because our Bone Builders program is on pause, we are 
collaborating with the town and the recreation center to develop a new accessible, hard-surface walk-
ing trail next to the playground.  The initial design is a quarter-mile path, 8 feet wide, to allow for so-
cial interaction, while remaining physically apart and safe.  We also will offer 4 exercise stations to ac-
company your daily walk. 
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Sullivan Town Office: 

Mon-Thurs: 7:30am—5pm 
Fridays: closed 
Phone: 422-6282/422-6719 
Fax: 422-4785 
Web: www.SullivanMaine.org  

Town Manager: 
Stacy Tozier: 422-6282 
townmanager@sullivanmaine.org 
 
Town Treasurer/Tax Collector: 
Lynn Dunbar: 422-6282 
treasurer@sullivanmaine.org 
 
Town Clerk: 
Deana Workman: 422-6282 
townclerk@sullivanmaine.org 
 
Selectmen: 
Rusty Gordon: 422-3088 
rgordon@sullivanmaine.org 
Roger Wakefield: 617-893-9555 
rwakefield@sullivanmaine.org 
Ray Daley: 460-0389 
rdaley@sullivanmaine.org 
 
Plumbing Inspector: 
Rebecca Albright: 537-3263 
 
Code Enforcement: 
Rebecca Albright:: 537-3263 
 
Fire Warden: 
Ryan Daley: 460-1403 
 
Library:  422-2307 
 
Post Office:  422-9033 
 
Animal Control: 
Marie Zwicker: 460-8920/266-5027 
Janet Robinson: 546-3321/0677 
 
Harbor Master: 
Michael Pinkham: 422-9953 
 
Sullivan/Sorrento Historical Society: 
422-0995 
 
RSU 24 School Board Member: 
Andrea St. George Jones 
ajones@rsu24.org  

Selectman’s Meeting Agenda for February 8, 2021 

 
 

 

Call to Order 

 

 

 

Site Plan Review Ordinance 

Business Practice Procedures - tabled from January meeting 

Town Web Site Updates – December Minutes on website now 

Comprehensive Plan Update 

Review Treasurer Reports 

New Business 

Junk Yard Ordinance 

Scheduling meeting with Fire Department 

Reports 
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Calling All Old House Lovers 
Do you have an old house, want to have an old house, or just love old houses? S-SHS is partnering with Les 
Fossel to offer a class in old house restoration. Les Fossel is one of Maine’s foremost experts on early build-
ings, and his award-winning business has specialized in preserving our early buildings since 1975. In small 
group format, the class will convene online to delve into the world of old house restoration through the 
study of their own homes. The course will begin as soon as there are enough participants. 
 
For more information, please reach us at 207-422-0995 or info@sullivansorrentohistory.org. We will be 
holding an information session in February if you are interested. Email us and we will send you a Zoom link. 
 

Old Photos 
S-SHS has a large collection of historic photos of people and places in Sullivan and Sorrento, many in digital 
format. We are always interested in acquiring more, especially those with identification. Often a photo can 
be identified by comparison to a known person or place. 
 
Recently the following were donated and may be members of the Smith Bean or Daniel Bunker families. 
 

Can anyone identify the individuals in the following photos? 
  

 
 

 

The Sullivan-Sorrento Historical Society proudly announces a new series of virtual programs: 
 

“History Hour with the Sullivan-Sorrento Historical Society.”  
 

The programs will be presented Wednesdays at 7:00 pm, meeting monthly.  
Watch our web page and Facebook page for details.  



 5 

 Sullivan Tennis Courts—A Short History 

Original Material from Margaret (Peggy) Karns 
Edited by Roger Wakefield 

 
Summer resident Theodore Edson (T.E.) Jewell, who built Thicket in the 1920s, a home on Miramar Ave near 
the public ramp, led an effort in the 1940s to assemble several pieces of land for a three-acre field for use by 
residents of the Town of Sullivan.  The Sullivan Harbor Foundation (SHF), 
created in 1944, oversaw the property and the Sullivan Harbor Water 
Company which supplied summer water from Long Pond.  The other 
incorporators were Frederick V. Bennis, T.E. Jewell, Jr., Albert L. Salt, 
and Paul D. Simpson.  The land making up the field was donated by Ben-
nis, Katherine Creagh, Helen S. Braman, and Ethel N. Torrey and rights 
were assigned by neighboring owners Henry Hallam Saunderson, T. E. 
Jewell, Jr., Sarah Buchan (Sally) Jewell, Alice V. Dunbar, H. Scott Dunbar, 
and Emery B. Dunbar. 

The tennis court was constructed in 1947-48 and has remained a unique part of Sullivan ever since.  When 
the Sullivan Water Company was dissolved in the 1990s, funds from the sale of Water Company land along 
with a donation from Mrs. Sally Jewell were used to completely rebuild the tennis court from uneven as-
phalt.to the current sand covered surface.  Patty Jewell Russell (daughter of Sally and T.E. Jewell, Jr) and her 
husband Harry Russell took primary responsibility for overseeing the maintenance of that court until 2015.  
The tennis court was named the Jewell-Russell Memorial Tennis Court in their honor.  In 2016, the SHF pro-
posed, to the Town Select Board, donating the property with funds for maintenance.  The SHF Board mem-
bers at that time included Margaret Padelford (Peggy) Karns, Lennart (Lenn) Lindegren, Henry S. (Harry) Rus-
sell, David Seaton and Elizabeth Dunbar (Betsy) Wakefield.  Prior to the transfer, the SHF contracted work to 
remove tree growth on the field (prohibited in the old deeds), strengthen fencing around the court, perform 
maintenance of the court surface and install a backboard.  At the Annual Town Meeting in 2017, the resi-
dents of Sullivan voted to accept the donation of the field and tennis court including the maintenance fund.  
Title to the property passed to the Town in early 2018 together with the maintenance fund to be managed 
by the Maine Community Foundation (MCF). The SHF was dissolved in 2018 with records passing to the Sulli-
van-Sorrento Historical Society.  The only permanent stipulations on the property are that the field/court are 
maintained for public use and no buildings be erected. 

 
 
 
In 2020, during a March windstorm, the north wall of the tennis 
court collapsed as shown in the picture.  Town Insurance with the 
Maine Municipal Association (MMA) covered the cost of repair fi-
nally completed during early Jan 2021.  
 
 
 

 
The Town encourages use of the court (for tennis only) and welcomes any donation to help 
maintain this valuable town asset with an interesting history.  
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February 2021 

Frenchman Bay Library 
Sorrento Sullivan Recreation Center 

POB  215, 1776 US Hwy 1   
Sullivan, Maine 04664 

 

The Library continues to be open, providing curb-side service.   Call us (422-2307) or email us (fblibrary2017@gmail.com) if we can 
help you. The card catalog can be viewed on our website:  fredurban.wixsite.com/fb-library-web-site.   If you email us the list of 
books you would like, we will have them ready for you and let you know when you can collect them. 

Hours:  Mondays 2-6 and Saturdays 10-2. 
 

FOOD PANTRY:  We continue to collect food for the community food pantry and will do so at least thru the winter 
months.  We thank everyone for their continued generosity.  Food can be dropped off at the town office, The  

Dunbar Store or the Library. 

We are looking for two things:   

1. We would like to transition from delivering food to doorsteps to people coming to pick up their food.  If that is not possible for 
certain individuals, we will continue to deliver.  

2. We are looking for volunteers to help us with the food pantry. Please call or email us if you can help! 

 NEW BOOKS HAVE FINALLY ARRIVED: 

Jar City  Arnaldur Indridason  Mystery 
A lonely old man is found dead in his Reykjavik flat and the only clues are a cryptic note left by the killer and a photo-
graph of a young girl’s grave. 
To the Land of Long Lost Friends  Alexander McCall Smith  Mystery 
The latest adventure in the No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series. 
I’m New Here  Anne Sibley O’Brien   Picture Book 
Rainbow Stew  Cathryn Falwell    Picture Book 
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Elder Abuse is an intentional act, or failure to act, by a caregiver or another person in a relationship involv-
ing an expectation of trust that causes or creates a risk of harm to an older adult.  Approximately 1 in 10 
Americans age 60+ experience some form of elder abuse.  Social isolation is a huge risk factor of elder abuse.  
Social engagement increases support networks and chances for early intervention. 
 
Maine DHHS, Bureau of Elder and Adult Services                      1-800-624-8404 (24 hours) 
Adult Protective Services is responsible for providing or arranging for services to protect adults who are una-
ble to protect themselves from abuse, neglect or exploitation. APS staff also petition for Public Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship of incapacitated adults when less restrictive alternatives have failed. APS Intake is 
available 24 hours. Your confidential report will be sent to the regional office closest to the victim and the 
APS professional responsible for your report will contact you. 
 
Elder Abuse Institute of Maine    1-800-269-3431 or emailing us at info@eaime.org 
We offer services to residents (men and women) across Maine aged 60 and above who are victims of abuse 
who are seeking assistance because of this abuse, or risk of abuse.   Our services are provided free of charge 
to anyone over the age of 60.   
 
Maine Coalition Against Domestic Violence Helpline                   1-800-537-6066 (24 hours) 
The helpline is free, confidential, and available to anyone who is affected by domestic abuse. That means vic-
tims, friends, family members, coworkers and community members—anyone with any questions about do-
mestic violence can call. 
 
Sexual Assault Crisis and Support Line                1-800-871-7741 (24 hours) 
This number will connect you with the sexual assault support center nearest you. 
 
Maine Legal Services for the Elderly Helpline:                      1-800-750-5353 (Business hours) 
LSE is a non-profit agency providing free civil (non-criminal) legal services to Maine residents age 60 years 
and older. LSE offers a statewide legal Hotline, which serves as an intake and referral center for most cases. 
Appropriate cases will be referred from the Hotline to one of the regional staff attorneys. 
  

Community Resources 
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Greetings from RSU #24, 
 
I hope that this Regional School Unit #24 update finds you well and that the new year has started off in an uneventful 
manner.  I don't know about you but I appreciate the lack of snow, brutally cold temperatures, and slippery roads!  Of 
course, I have probably jinxed us now!! 
 
I was able to tour the new building project recently and am impressed with the progress made to this point.  There is 
about 5 feet (vertical) of earth that has been added to what was the entire baseball field and the exterior footings are 
now taking shape.  The mild and uneventful weather has been a real gift to the project.  I am told that we should start 
seeing steel beams around the middle of February, which is really exciting.  We are very fortunate to be building a new 
school and our students are extremely lucky! 
 
The Friends of Sumner's Future fundraising committee continues to work on raising money for various parts of the pro-
ject that are not covered by the state.  A digital street sign, outdoor bleachers, outdoor sound system, dugouts, score-
boards, and important furnishings/technology equipment are some of the items that the group hopes to provide for 
our students.  The committee will be rolling out a few fundraising projects in the future to include a brick purchasing 
program and the opportunity to sponsor chairs in the new performance space at the school.  Please check out our 
website in the future to understand how you can support the new building project. 
 
We are deep into the budgeting process for the 2021-2022 school year. We do expect there will be an impact on our 
state subsidy as the result of the decline in our student enrollment.  I am expecting to get a better picture of the state 
subsidy situation sometime during the week of January 25th.  We will do our best to keep you in the loop as part of the 
budget process.  For those planning ahead and interested in the process, we do have Budget Workshops scheduled for 
February 24, March 10, March 24, and April 7th.  Each meeting is open to the public and will include the presentation 
of various facets of our budget and will hopefully bring clarity to anyone attending.  Questions can be asked at the 
meeting as well.  At this point, we do not know whether the meeting will be held via Zoom or in person.  Please check 
our website for updated information related to the budget and budget meetings. 
 
Winter athletics has started at Sumner and competitive events should be starting in the next week or so.  Our middle 
schools will begin the season on January 25th with practices to focus on conditioning and skill building.  As you may 
already know, in order to maintain the safety of our students and employees, there will be no spectators at any 
sporting events.  If you are interested, we do plan to livestream our high school games.  Please check the high school 
webpage/Facebook page for a schedule and to access the games. 
 
As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me for any questions, comments, or concerns.  I greatly appreci-
ate your continued support of our schools and our students. 

 
Michael Eastman 
Superintendent 
Regional School Unit #24 
2165 US Highway 1 
Sullivan, Maine 04664 
Email: meastman@rsu24.org 
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Advertisements 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES BROADCAST AT 10:30AM 
LIVE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

Charleston Church Downeast  
2501 US 1 ● Sullivan, ME 04664 

Find us on Facebook:  Charleston Church Downeast 
http://www.charlestonchurch.net/charleston-church-downeast/ 

THE DUNBAR STORE 
1983 US HIGHWAY 1 

SULLIVAN HARBOR, MAINE 04664 
207-422-0280 

 

    Scott Holtz                                                            Bobby Cheshire 
 

www.thedunbarstore.com 
 

Sullivan’s “Original” General Store Since 1881 
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BEST MANURE IN 
TOWN  

All you could ever want of the 
finest FREE horse (and a little bit 
goat) is available in Sullivan now! 
Bring your buckets, your barrels, 
or your truck. Both old and age-

your-own available. 

Call 664-4253 to get directions 
and arrange for pick up.  

 
COASTAL MOWING & CHIPPING 

FIELD MOWING: $60/HR 
WOODCHIPPING: $75/HR 
BACKHOE: $50/HR 

 Driveway Grading 
 Hot Rubberized Crack Filling of Driveways 
 Lawn Mowing & Post Hole Digging 
 Caretaking 
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Sullivan Thrift Shop 

The Sullivan "Thrift Store" is located in 
the Sorrento-Sullivan Recreation  

Center on Route 1 in Sullivan, Maine.  
 

It is open Tuesdays 1pm-5pm and  
Saturdays 10am-2 pm 

 

Donations are always welcome, please 
drop them off anytime the thrift shop 

is open  or call 422-3134.  
 

Proceeds benefit: 
Recreation Center Repairs Project & 

Community Pet Fund* 
 

*Pet food available when the thrift 
shop is open.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.A.W. is seeking people to help foster cats 
until a forever home is found. We vet check, 
vaccinate and spay/neuter. Food will be pro-
vided. We rescue stray and abandoned ani-
mals from Sullivan, Hancock, Franklin & sur-

rounding areas.  

Contact Marie at 460-8920 (home) or 266-
5027 (cell) or email  

wolfspiritm@gmail.com 
 

For more information, stop by the Town Office 
for a pamphlet.  

Spay/Neuter Program 

Do you need help getting your animal 
spayed or neutered? The Ark & SPCA 
have a voucher program that offers 

some help.  

They pay 1/3, a participating vet will pay 
1/3 and you would pay 1/3.  

Call the SPCA PAL Program at  
667-8088 or The Ark’s Stitch in Time 

Program at 546-3484  
and ask for a voucher.  

 
Also, the Help Fix ME Program is open 
for cats and pit bull mixes– call at the 

beginning of the month for a voucher to 
fix your animal for only $10.  

Visit www.spaymaine.org for a full list of 
assistance programs! 

 Burn Permits 

Get your burn permits  

online 24/7: 

www.maineburnpermit.com 

Or call Ryan Daley at 460-1403 /  

Mike Pinkham at 610-2374 

Transfer Station 

Tunk Lake Road, Sullivan 

Open: Saturdays 10a—3pm  

Sundays 10a—3pm 

Bag stickers are available at the Town 
Office for $1.50/each and from The 
Dunbar Store and Hancock Grocery  

for $1.75/each.  

Stickers are not sold at the Transfer 
Station. Bulky waste bills must be paid 

at the Town Office.  

The Sorrento-Sullivan                    
Recreation Center 

 is available to rent for events! 
Cleaning is included in the rental 

fee. 
 

Call 422-3134 for more info! 

To advertise in the Town Crier, email 

townmanager@sullivanmaine.org 

or call 422-6282. 

 

 

 

 

 

The monthly deadline for ads and  
news is the 20th.  

Online Vehicle Registration 
Renewal 

Rapid Renewal is now available  
for Sullivan residents!  

 
Simply go to: 

  www1.maine.gov/online/bmv/rapid-
renewal/ 

 Credit and debit cards are 
now accepted at the Town 

Office! 
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Sullivan Town Hall 
1888 US Highway 1 
Sullivan, ME 04664 

Caring for our Community—Food Drive Continues 
We are asking for your continued support to keep the food pantry* stocked this Winter. 
Shelf-stable food item ideas you can donate are:  

 

Donations may be dropped off at the Frenchman Bay Library, The Sullivan Thrift 
Shop,  The Dunbar Store or the Sullivan Town Office.     

 

*The food pantry is located downstairs outside the Thrift Store entrance at the Sorrento
-Sullivan Recreation Center, 1776 US Highway 1. It is available when the Library or the 
Thrift Store are open. Anyone in need is welcome.                         

 Canned/dried fruits, veg-
etables, beans 

 canned chicken, tuna, 
salmon, SPAM, ham 

 boxes of mac ‘n cheese 
 canned soup, stew, chili 

 crackers, cereal 
 pancake, baking, bread 

or cake mixes 
 pudding mixes 
 cooking oils 
 Shelf stable/powdered milk 

 dried herbs/spices 
 pasta, rice 
 pasta sauce 
 instant mashed potatoes 
 granola bars, nuts 
 peanut butter/jam/jelly 


